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SUBJECT: VORSTER INTERVIEW WITH WASHINGTON POST 

1 . FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF AN ARTICLE BY PETER OSNOS 

AND CARYLE MURPHY WHICH APPEARED IN THE WASHINGTON POST 
OF APRIL 21 UNDER THE HEADLINE "VORSTER DERIDES CARTER 
FOR 'SELECTIVE MORALITY 1 IN AFRICA": (DATELINE CAPETOWN) 

2. BEGIN TEXT SOUTH AFRICAN PRIME MINISTER JOHN VORSTER, 
SPEAKING WITH UNMISTAKABLE DERISION ABOUT CARTER ADMINISTR- 
ATION POLICY IN AFRICA, SAID YESTERDAY THAT HE DIFFERS 
PROFOUNDLY WITH THE COOL U.S. RESPONSE TO THE INTERNAL 
SETTLEMENT IN RHODESIA. 

3. IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE WASHINGTON POST, VORSTER 
TERSELY UNDERSCORED THE SHARP DISAGREEMENTS THAT HAVE 
MARKED SOUTH AFRICA'S RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES OVER 
THE PAST YEAR. 
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4. HE CITED U.S. GESTURES TOWARD WHAT HE CALLED A DICTA- 
TORSHIP IN NIGERIA AND U.S. FAILURE TO ACT IN THE HORN OF 
AFRICA AS ELEMENTS OF A POLICY THAT COULD DESTROY SOUTH 
AFRICA, WHICH HE TERMED "THE ONE STABLE COUNTRY IN THE SUB- 
CONTINENT." 

5. VORSTER EXPRESSED FOR THE FIRST TIME SOUTH AFRICA'S 
DISAGREEMENT WITH THE WAY THE UNITED STATES HAS RESPONDED 
TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A MULTI-RACIAL INTERIM GOVERNMENT 
IN RHODESIA. 
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6. "WHERE I DIFFER PROFOUNDLY WITH THE U.S. WAS THE LUKE- 
WARM WAY IN WHICH THEY WELCOMED THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT. 
I THINK THEY WERE WRONG IN TAKING UP THAT ATTITUDE," HE 
SAID. 

7. VORSTER'S REMARK INDICATES THAT THE MISSION TO SOUTHERN 
AFRICA LAST WEEK BY SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE AND 
BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY DAVID OWEN LEFT UNRESOLVED U.S.- 
SOUTH AFRICAN DIFFERENCES ON RHODESIA. THE PRIME MINISTER 
REFUSED, HOWEVER, TO DISCUSS THE SUBSTANCE OF TALKS VANCE 
AND OWEN HELD WITH SOUTH AFRICAN OFFICIALS IN A STOPOVER 
AT PRETORIA. THE U.S. AND BRITAIN HAD HOPED TO ARRANGE 

AN "ALL-PARTIES" CONFERENCE ON RHODESIA, INCLUDING GUERRIL- 
LA GROUPS OPPOSED TO THE SETTLEMENT. BUT DID NOT SUCCEED. 

8. THE VORSTER INTERVIEW, HELD IN HIS PARLIAMENTARY 
OFFICE IN CAPETOWN. REFLECTED THE ENORMOUS RESENTMENT OF 
SOUTH AFRICA'S WHITE LEADERSHIP TOWARD THE CARTER ADMINIS- 
TRATION. 

9. PRIVATELY, OTHER TOP OFFICIALS SPOKE EVEN MORE BLUNTLY 
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ABOUT THE WIDENING BREACH BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA AND THE 
UNITED STATES, ONCE THIS COUNTRY'S MOST IMPORTANT ALLY. 

10. THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S ESPOUSAL OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND ITS DECISION TO ALIGN ITSELF WITH THE ASPIRATIONS OF 
BLACK AFRICA HAS INCREASINGLY PUT IT IN DIRECT CONFRONTA- 
TION WITH A SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT INTENT ON MAINTAINING 
WHITE MINORITY RULE OVER THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMY AND POLITI 
CAL SYSTEM. 

1 1 . "OUR DIFFERENCES ARE SO DEEP AND FUNDAMENTAL THAT THE 
GAP IS UNBRIDGEABLE," SAID ONE SENIOR OFFICIAL. "ALL WE 
CAN HOPE FOR IS A MODUS VIVENDI, OR A POINT AT WHICH 
RELATIONS WON'T DETERIORATE FURTHER. 

12. "YOU GENUINELY, SINCERELY BELIEVE THAT WHITES ARE THE 
VILLAINS AND OPPRESSORS. AND BLACKS ARE THE HAVE-NOTS AND 
OPPRESSED. ERGO, WHITES MUST BE REMOVED AND BLACKS MUST 
GOVERN," THE OFFICIAL SAID. 

13. BUT IT IS NOT MERELY U.S. CRITICISM OF SOUTH AFRICA'S 
APARTHEID POLICY THAT IS CAUSING FRICTION BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. THE LATEST IRRITANTS, AS VOICED BY VORSTER AND 

OTHERS, WERE CARTER'S VISIT TO NIGERIA AND WESTERN POSI- 
TIONS IN THE TALKS ON THE FUTURE OF NAMIBIA, AS WELL AS 
THE RHODESIA ISSUE. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


14. "THERE ARE EVER SO MANY AFRICAN COUNTRIES WHOSE 
DOMESTIC POLICIES ARE ALSO VERY, VERY DIFFERENT FROM THAT 
OF THE UNITED STATES . . . THAT HAVE DICTATORSHIPS, NO 
PRESS FREEDOM OR FREEDOM OF ANY KIND, AND APPARENTLY THE 
U.S. GOVERNMENT COOPERATES WITH THESE COUNTRIES AND HAS NO 
QUARREL WITH THEM. NIGERIA IS A CASE IN POINT. BUT SOUTH 
AFRICA IS CONDEMNED. SO YOU CAN DRAW YOUR OWN CONCLUSION," 
SAID VORSTER. 
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15. OTHER SENIOR OFFICIALS SAID THAT DURING HIS TRIP TO 
NIGERIA CARTER HAD SUBORDINATED HIS CONCERN FOR CIVIL 
LIBERTIES TO U.S. ENERGY NEEDS, BECAUSE NIGERIA IS THE 
SECOND LARGEST SUPPLIER OF OIL TO THE UNITED STATES. 

SPEAKING GENERALLY OF THE ADMINISTRATION'S HUMAN RIGHTS 
CAMPAIGN VORSTER SAID: 

16. "IT CERTAINLY IS A VERY SELECTIVE MORALITY IF THERE 
ARE ANY MORAL PRINCIPLES INVOLVED . . . VANCE SAID IN THE 
CASE OF THE PHILLIPPINES THAT AMERICAN SECURITY INTERESTS 
DEMANDED THAT YOU OVERLOOK CERTAIN THINGS. WELL, THAT 
BLOWS THE WHOLE BOTTOM OUT OF YOUR WHOLE POLICY, IF YOUR 
POLICY IS SUCH A HIGH MORAL ONE." 

17. PREVIOUS AMERICAN ADMINISTRATIONS, WHILE CRITICIZING 
APARTHEID. HAD ALWAYS MAINTAINED CORDIAL TIES TO THE 
PRETORIA GOVERNMENT. VORSTER STRONGLY SUGGESTED THIS IS 
NO LONGER THE CASE, SAYING "IT IS CLEAR TO ME THAT THE 
PRESENT ADMINISTRATION WANTS TO PRESCRIBE TO SOUTH AFRICA 
WHAT ITS INTERNAL POLICIES SHOULD BE." 

18. ON ONE ISSUE, ON WHICH THE UNITED STATES AND SOUTH 
AFRICA SHOULD BE IN CLOSE ACCORD, THE DANGERS INHERENT IN 
THE GROWING SOVIET-CUBAN PRESENCE ON THE CONTINENT, "IT 
IS A MATTER THAT PERTURBS ME AND SHOULD PERTURB EACH AND 
EVERY MAN CONCERNED ABOUT PEACE IN AFRICA," VORSTER SAID. 

19. BUT HE DERIDED U.S. DECLARATIONS OF ALARM ABOUT 
SOVIET-CUBAN ACTIONS, MOST RECENTLY IN THE HORN OF AFRICA. 
"AT TIMES IT'S VERY DIFFICULT TO ASSESS WHETHER IT'S 

ONLY WORDS, AS IN THE CASE OF THE HORN OF AFRICA THING. 

I DON'T KNOW THAT TALKING ABOUT IT IS GOING TO PUT A STOP 
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TO IT. CERTAINLY NOT WHEN YOU ARE DRAT .TNG WITH THE 
MARXISTS," VORSTER SAID. 

20. EXPLAINING WHY HE FELT THE UNITED STATES WAS NOW 
TILTING SO DECIDEDLY TOWARD BLACK AFRICA, VORSTER SAID, "IT 
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IS PERFECTLY CLEAR TO ME THAT WHEREAS IN THE LAST CENTURY 
YOU HAD A SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA TO GET PHYSICAL CONTROL . . . 
NOW IT IS A QUESTION OF SCRAMBLING FOR THE SOUL OF AFRICA 
. . . FOR THE VOTES AND FOR THE TRADE OF AFRICA." 

21. VORSTER'S MANNER TOWARDS HIS AMERICAN VISITORS WAS 
POLITE BUT EXTREMELY COLD. HE BROKE OFF THE SESSION 
PROMPTLY AT THE END OF THE SCHEDULED 30 MINUTES. OTHER 
TOP SOUTH AFRICAN OFFICIALS, HOWEVER, LINGERED FAR LONGER 
WITH THEIR AMERICAN GUESTS AND WERE HIGHLY EMOTIONAL IN 
DISCUSSING THE PROBLEMS WITH THE UNITED STATES. 

22. U.S. PRESSURE ON SOUTH AFRICA, SAID ONE OFFICIAL HAD 
BECOME "COUNTERPRODUCTIVE" BECAUSE WHITES NO LONGER BE- 
LIEVE THAT ANYTHING THEY CAN DO TO EASE DISCRIMINATION 
HERE-SHORT OF TURNING OVER CONTROL OF THE GOVERNMENT TO 
NON-WHITES-WILL BE ENOUGH FOR WASHINGTON. 

23. "NOTHING WE DO IS GOOD ENOUGH, AND THE END RESULT IS 
THAT PEOPLE SAY "TO HELL WITH AMERICA, THEY WANT TO DESTROY 
US," THE OFFICIAL SAID. 

24. THIS OFFICIAL AND OTHERS SAID THAT MODIFICATIONS IN 
SUCH AREAS AS SPORTS AND THEATER SEATING, LABELLED AS 
"COSMETIC" BY AMERICANS AND OTHER WESTERN OFFICIALS, WERE 
ACTUALLY MAJOR CONCESSIONS BY CONSERVATIVE SOUTH AFRICANS. 

25. MANY SOUTH AFRICANS PLAINLY ATTRIBUTE THE CHANGE IN 
AMERICAN ATTITUDES TOWARDS THEM LARGELY TO PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S OWN CONVICTIONS. "I GET THE FEELING HE WANTS TO 
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SAVE MY SOUL BY BURNING ME," ONE SENIOR OFFICIAL REMARKED, 
"AND THAT HE WILL PRAY WHILE HE IS DOING IT." END TEXT 
CHRISTOPHER 
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